THE STUDY OF HEROISM, NARCISSISM, AND ALTRUISM IN ERNEST

HEMINGWAY’S THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA by Engeliana, Novie
THE STUDY OF HEROISM, NARCISSISM, AND ALTRUISM IN ERNEST 
HEMINGWAY’S THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA 
A Thesis Presented as Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements to obtain the Sarjana Sastra 













Student Number : 05.80.0012 
 
ENGLISH LETTERS STUDY PROGRAMME 
FACULTY OF LETTERS 




A THESIS ON 
THE STUDY OF HEROISM, NARCISSISM, AND ALTRUISM 





























A Thesis defended in front of the Board of Examiners on October 30, 2009 




BOARD OF EXAMINERS 
 
Chairperson : GM. Adhyanggono, SS., MA  ……………………… 
Secretary : Dra. RM. Sri Suryaningsih, MA  ……………………… 










Semarang, October 30, 2009 
Faculty of Letters 













 Full of thank you I want to give to my beloved bestfriend, Jesus Christ, who always 
accompanies me faithfully. Anytime, anywhere I need Him, He will be there for me. Thank you 
for Your mercy, grace, and for Your love in my life. I can’t imagine how is my life without You. 
I also want to thank to my beloved Father who sent His Son for me. Thank you to Holy Spirit 
who wants to listen my complaints and sighs. Sorry for the time I make You sad because there 
are many activities I have to do. So, I just let You go without Me. Finally I can finish my 
thesis!!! Thanks God!!! Thank you so much!!! 
 Thank you for my beloved family. They are strong people who always support me. Thank 
you mom for your love to me. Thank you dad because you are always there when I need 
you.Thank you my sisters, Lia Natalia and Hana Lusiana, you always entertain me when I feel 
alone. Thank you my little brother, Uriel Benyamin, you like a little star in my life. 
 I also want to thank to GM. Adhyanggono, SS., MA as my major sponsor and to Dra. 
RM. Sri Suryaningsih, MA as my co-sponsor for the willingness to guide me until I can finish 
my thesis. Thank you Mrs. Wuryani for being my homeroom lecturer. Also to other lecturers, 
thank you very much for sharing the knowledge that help me a lot since I joined Faculty of 
Letters UNIKA Soegijapranata in 2005. 
 For my beloved friends, Lilyanti, Elsa, Lidya, Astrid, Anita, Febe, Michelle, Fancy and 
for Effi Wibowo thank you guys. Because of you, my life becomes more colourful. Thank you 
for sharing sadness and joy with me. Thank you because all of you want to become my friends. 
So, don’t let our friendship break!! Keep in touch one another!! Don’t forget our precious 
moments in our beloved faculty!! Especially for Effi, there are many times we share during 
approximately one a half year. Thank you for being my friend and I’m so sorry for the mistake 
I’ve done to you. 
 Thank you for my friends (Ms. Marsini, Ms. Lia, Ms. Fena, Ms. Maria, Ms. Debora 
Kristin, Mr. Evan ect.) in Terang Bangsa Elementary School for supporting me in finishing my 




you so much for the opportunity given to me to join in there and your understanding to allow me 
to finish my thesis. I believe I can do nothing without your support to me. 
 The last but not the least, I want to thank to my beloved “ooh” Paulus Sugiyono Wijaya. 
Thanks for being my boyfriend. Thank you for your faithfullness in accompanying me everytime 
and everyday. Thanks for the funniest, happiest, and the pain incident that happen between us. 
Thank you for the precious moments we share together. I’m so proud I have a boyfriend like you 
who is always patient in forcing me and want to accept me. Come on ooh don’t be surrender!! 










I present this thesis for YOUR GLORY and for YOUR RIGHTEOUSNESS 
 








However, as it is written: 
“No eye has seen, 
No ear has heard 
No mind has conceived 
What God has prepared for those who love Him.” 
1 Corinthians 2: 9 NIV Holy Bible 
 
 
When pride comes, then come disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom. 












You’re my everything reason I sing 
You’ve taken me under Your wings 
And closer to you I draw near 
 
My life is in Your hand 
My heart beats 
In Your perfect love 
My lips shall praise You 
Adore You and lifting my love 
I will sing 
 
You’re amazing never changing 
Always with me enthrone 
Within my soul 
Overflowing, my heart offers 







TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
PAGE OF TITLE………………………………………………………………………………..i 
PAGES OF APPROVAL……………………………………………………………………….ii 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT……………………………………………………………………...iv 
MOTTO………………………………………………………………………………………….v 
TABLE OF CONTENT………………………………………………………………………..vii 
ABSTRACT………………………………………………………………………………..…….ix 
ABSTRAK.……………………………………………………………………………………….x 
CHAPTER I. INTRODUCTION……………………………………………………………….1 
1.1 Background of Study………………………………………………………………...1 
1.2 Field of the Study………………………………………………………….................4 
1.3 Scope of the Study……………………………………………………………………4 
1.4 Problems Formulation………………………………………………………...…......4 
1.5 Objectives of the Study………………………………………………………………4 
1.6 Significance of the Study………………………………………………………….....5 
1.7 Definition of Terms……………………………………………………………….….5 
CHAPTER II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE……………………………………………….…6 
CHAPTER III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY……………………………………………14 
CHAPTER IV. DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION…………………………….16 
 4.1 Heroism in Santiago………………………………………………………………...16 
  4.1.1 Components of Heroism in Santiago………………………………..…...19 
 4.2 Altruism in Santiago……………………………………………………………..…26 




  4.2.2 The Santiago’s Altruism Towards the Fish……………………………..28 
 4.3 Narcissism in Santiago…………………………………………………………...…29 
CHAPTER V. CONCLUSION………………………………………………………………...34 























 The Old Man and The Sea is one of the best novel is written by Ernest Hemingway. Full 
of tragedy of someone who never surrender to his life makes this novel more interesting than any 
novel. Served by simple words makes the readers understand the story easily. The story of this 
novel is opened by the main character, Santiago el Champeon. He is an old man who fishes alone 
in the Gulf Stream. He is ever known as the champion because he can defeat the winner of arm 
games in his country and he also can catch three fish per day during eighty-five days. After that, 
during eighty-four days he is fishing without any fish with a boy named Manolin. This situation 
makes him sad and he is determined to prove his heroic side in fishing. Finally, he decided to go 
alone in fishing. 
 This thesis, entitled ”The Study of Heroism, Narcissism and Altruism in Ernest 
Hemingway’s The Old Man and The Sea” uses psychological approach to analyze Santiago as 
the main character in this novel. Psychological approach is the approach of analysing the 
personality and the character of someone. In this thesis the writer will analyze how heroism, 
narcissism and altruism can occur in this novel. The result of this analysis shows that none of 
person is perfect. Absolutely, in the character of someone there are two sides: good characters 
and bad characters. 
















 The Old Man and The Sea adalah salah satu novel terbaik yang ditulis oleh Ernest 
Hemingway. Penuh dengan hal-hal tragedi dari seseorang yang tidak pernah menyerah dengan 
hidupnya membuat novel ini lebih menarik dibandingkan novel-novel yang lain. Disajikan 
dengan kata-kata yang sederhana membuat cerita dalam novel ini lebih mudah dimengerti oleh 
para pembacanya. Cerita dalam novel ini dimulai dengan tokoh utamanya, Santiago el 
Champeon. Dia adalah seorang lelaki tua yang memancing sendirian di pesisir pantai. Dia dulu 
dikenal sebagai seorang Juara karena dia bisa mengalahkan pemenang pertandingan panco dalam 
kotanya dan dia juga dapat menangkap tiga ikan sekaligus tiap harinya selama delapan puluh 
lima hari. Setelah itu, selama delapan puluh empat hari lamanya dia memancing tanpa 
mendapatkan ikan seekor pun dengan seorang anak laki-laki yang bernama Manolin. Situasi ini 
membuat Santiago sedih dan dia bertekad untuk membuktikan sisi kepahlawanannya dalam 
memancing. Akhirnya, dia memutuskan untuk pergi memancing sendirian. 
 Skripsi ini yang berjudul “The Study of Heroism, Narcissism, and Altruism in Ernest 
Hemingway’s The Old Man and The Sea.” menggunakan pendekatan psikologi untuk 
menganalisa Santiago sebagai tokoh utama dalam novel ini. Pendekatan psikologi adalah sebuah 
pendekatan yang menganalisa kepribadian dan sifat seseorang. Dalam skripsi ini penulis akan 
menganalisa bagaimana sisi kepahlawanan, narsis, dan altruis dapat muncul dalam novel ini. 
Hasil dari analisa ini menunjukkan bahwa tidak ada seorang pun yang sempurna. Dalam sifat 
seseorang ada dua sisi: sifat baik dan sifat jahat. 
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